SUMMARY The processes of order entry, urinalysis result, and isoenzyme interpretation entry into a laboratory computer system is a time consuming activity. We have designed a series of forms for use with a digitising pad that allow us rapidly to enter orders, urinalysis results, and isoenzyme interpretative comments into our laboratory computer system. We have shown that digitiser entry is always significantly faster than manual entry. Although there are many devices available to facilitate computer entry, we believe that the digitiser technique is an attractive option because of its ease of use, speed, reliability, and low cost.
It is generally accepted that a computer system in a hospital laboratory increases the overall productivity of the laboratory staff, although there are many operator-computer interactions that are, or may be extremely time consuming and prone to error. A major problem in any chemistry laboratory is passing data from the analyser to the computer; this is usually circumvented by direct interfacing of these devices. The only human intervention then required is instructing the computer to accept, process, or edit the stream of data from the analyser. In our experience the next most time consuming interaction is entering test requests into the laboratory computer. These are usually entered by means 
Results
All comparisons between manual (keyboard) and digitised entries showed the superior speed of the digitiser (p < 0-002), usually by a factor of from two to fourfold. For example, the fastest entry time for urinalysis results (Fig. 3) dures that preceded them. For example, before computerisation, urinalysis requests were received (from clinical units) on a two part form. Results were written directly on to this form; the top copy was returned to the unit and the second copy was retained by the laboratory. After computerisation, urinalysis requests were made on the request form,' a computer produced worksheet was printed, and the results were written on the worksheet and then transferred into the computer by manual entry using the keyboard of a video display terminal. The number of responses for a complete urinalysis is considerable (Fig. 3) and their entry takes an appreciable time, especially for the indifferent typist. A similar type of predicament was created by isoenzyme pattern interpretation.
Clearly, there are a number of solutions to our problem of rapid entry of analytical data into a computer file. Many of these solutions require precoding of the results, and reading of these codes by a card reader (for punched cards) or an optical wand for bar code3 or optical character readers.4 Alternatively, a predesigned form can be marked in coded areas with soft lead pencil, and this document can be read with an optical mark reader.5 A popular solution, available on many laboratory computer systems, is the use of a customised keyboard containing an array of precoded keys. More elaborate solutions
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